


The Yanks aren’t
coming - they're
here already
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“We (he and his parents) watched a game of
footy at the MCG and it looked like something
T definitely wanted to try,” Werner said.

So when he went home, he also signed up
with the Minnesota Freeze.

And now the youngsters have the opportu-
nity of a lifetime; they will spend the next 12
months living, working and playing footy in
the Great Southern before returning home in
time for October’s US Nationals; a football car-
nival now in its 12th vear, and which, aston-
ishingly, is the biggest carnival of its type in
the world.

And while they’ve been in Australia just
three weeks, the boys said being engulfed in
the game and the culture had already led to
vast improvements in their skills.

“We’re playing against guys who’ve been
playing since they were kids, so it’s going to
take a bit of time,” Mergen said.

“The most challenging aspect of the game is
kicking, because it's different to a rugby kick
or a soccer kick. It’s all about hand-to-foot
coordination.”

And while Mergen made his senior
GSFL-playing debut against North Albany
last weekend, Werner has his fingers crossed
that this weekend will mark his league
entrance. -



